
Limitations to freedom of expression have been difficult to define in precise terms given that a lot 
hinges on context. This has often become an excuse for unwarranted action and censorship 
against inconvenient speech in the name of misinformation and national security. On the other 
hand, hate speech has become rampant in the region with little efforts from the state to curb or 
counter it. The laws that seek to regulate or prohibit such speech are vague, over broad and 
riddled with inconsistencies. 

This session will provide an overview of the provisions relating to hate speech, defamation, 
misinformation and national security in the region. Participants will understand the criticism 
against these laws and how they differ from international standards. Most importantly, efforts will 
be made to help identify and distinguish legitimate speech from prohibited speech. 

Key points for discussion:

What are the most common forms of content or expression online that are prohibited?
What is hate speech? How do laws define it?
What are the grey areas in deciding if a content is hate speech?
What is defamation and what are the exceptions?
What is misinformation and what are the laws that regulate it?
How are defamation and misinformation laws implemented? 
Do they violate national and international free speech standards?
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This session will have six breakout groups of 4 participants each, with two groups working on the 
same exercise. 

Exercise 6A: Groups 1& 2: Hate speech 

Participants will be provided a series of different statements and asked to discuss if they think 
what is displayed meets the threshold of hate speech. The groups will discuss within themselves 
for both sides of the argument for each series of statements. 

Group 1 Exercise Sheet 

Group 2 Exercise Sheet 

Exercise 6B: Groups 3 & 4: Defamation

Participants will be provided a series of different statements and asked to discuss if they think 
what is displayed meets the threshold of defamation. The groups will discuss within themselves for 
both sides of the argument for each series of statements. 

Group 3 Exercise Sheet 

Group 4 Exercise Sheet 

Exercise 6C: Groups 5 & 6: Misinformation 

Participants will be provided a series of different statements and asked to discuss if they think 
what is displayed meets the threshold of misinformation. The groups will discuss within 
themselves for both sides of the argument for each series of statements.

Group 5 Exercise Sheet 

Group 6 Exercise Sheet

Reference materials:

1. Table 3 - Laws and regulations governing the ICT ecosystem in Southeast Asian countries
2. Table 4 - Resources and databases on ICT and jurisprudence 
3. Table 5 - International human rights law landscape 
4. Table 2 - Constitutional guarantees 

Suggested readings:

1.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MjoE59K46ANBP_Zp69Q5HiFQnHOdYEh2RKJlnJJOOh8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MFOX8lZf42tU_slMeKfx0ZCYImSW0ARCs-UHtLuBCOc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fm3ke9w0yRl6Ua50EeFH26BL9TC3EnjVU1F4G2XUR2w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q9gf4uUx186InGgqvn6oLvPladG9G-9b-3nVkqjj4gc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19BtpIf0eq3NrTw43P2c8wBNqTJT90vXuO34meGZJNzg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hPG3Yzt7NFz_RNqycMvsJyLZaqSAQiDlX4q8Zd4ivY4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Pivtynw6vPSwVqBPnPdyT9eRqQms9fW-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CQvnUP4LNC82hUVYEuu4ltPOZYTOeiZl/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CohdOAospihMdwrJ7LwY1kSTl6okJsUw/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pGm8N8X53_Hw-zZzYsDR-Y0X-kxe4GCy/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true


Gayathry Venkiteswaran, “Let the mob do the job”: How proponents of hatred are 

threatening freedom of expression and religion online in Asia (September 2017)
2. Unshackling expression, 2017 report, Unshackling Expression: A Study on Laws 

Criminalising Expression Online in Asia, GISWatch 2017 (Association for Progressive 

Communications)
3. Unshackling Expression: the Philippines Report 2020 (Association for Progressive 

Communications)
4. International Press Institute, Rush to pass ‘fake news’ laws during Covid-19 intensifying 

global media freedom challenges (October 2020)
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