Session 3: UN & other
spaces for digital rights
advocacy

Time zone 1: Friday, 9 August (7:00 - 8:30 UTC)

|Time zone 2: Monday, 12 August (15:00 - 16: 30 UTC)|

Objective: This session will provide an overview of the different spaces available in the UN
ecosystem and outside, including internet governance spaces that can be leveraged for digital
rights advocacy. Understanding these spaces will help participants identify the relevant spaces
and forums they must approach to advocate for different issues related to digital rights. Through
looking at examples of important standards these spaces have created or instances of success,
participants will be aided in modelling their advocacy. Limitations or failures of these spaces will
help us understand areas that need more work.

Session plan:

Participants will be introduced to various global spaces for digital rights advocacy through case
studies that examine relevancy of spaces to critical digital rights issues in focus.

The session will provide participants an opportunity to share their findings from the pre-
preparation exercise detailed below, which will be followed by a presentation and interactive
discussion.

Pre-preparation (to be completed and submitted to organisers on or before 8 August
2024):

Participants are requested to self-select one case study based on the issue that's most relevant to
their work and context, and answer the following questions in relation to the case study:

®* What are the key issues that must be taken up for advocacy?
®* What are some of the spaces and processes civil society should approach to present and
advocate for these issues?



Participants are requested to download the self-selected case study, and submit the completed
exercise in docx or pdf form by email.

Case Studies:

Case Study 1: Freedom of expression online

®* English
* Spanish

Case Study 2: Digital Inclusion

®* English
* Spanish

Case Study 3: Gender and sexual rights online

* English
* Spanish

Case Study 4: Environment and technology

* English
* Spanish

*Reading materials and tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Reading Materials:

Suggested Readings

L. Subscribing to UN document updates

2. Regional UN groups of countries

3. Chart of the UN system

4. Open Society Institute, UN Treaty Committees

5. International Service for Human Rights, A Simple Guide to the UN Treaty Bodies

6. Deborah Brown & Sheetal Kumar, A guide to help human rights defenders navigate the
Universal Periodic Review

7. Internet Governance Forum, Evolution of the Internet Governance Ecosystem and Role of
the IGF

8.

United Nations, High Level Panel on Digital Cooperation


https://docs.google.com/document/d/166HExpNrtI0-SnoEWV0b_XQnfSrFqoTskf7m1QPatHE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NVW0YbeMi__wdJG3wQmvfDeVyXLRuAal/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H-02L2PIipmP3VwQ43hlwcbADwSizqgtK5Uo-0e5gCE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17QxniLqx4UPUVSrjibvSo7nl2exnCuhh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-xe0UgxHXqEoF5EUJsfY00O72Urpv9nA5jIufKilcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xzs_krNgVCdarZGnjjtfY6797igx7a1F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10rmcy4JOFVErmiDpFIQHlxvPu-0CDBXSkA3kV_4EuKM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bqxVPu6ua9dVIOVLT14i86PAgqA6otgh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://esubscription.un.org/en
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
https://www.un.org/en/delegate/page/un-system-chart
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14fVBeJaH4xPScql_jK5c_hzqoC0W3THH/view
https://ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ishr_simpleguide_eng_web.pdf
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/guide-help-human-rights-defenders-navigate-universal-periodic-review
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/evolution-of-the-internet-governance-ecosystem-and-the-role-of-the-igf
https://www.un.org/en/sg-digital-cooperation-panel

9. Joy Liddicoat and Avri Doria, Human rights and Internet protocols: Comparing processes

and principle
Additional Readings

* UN Women, What is International Human Rights Advocacy?

* ISHR Academy, Risks in Engaging with the UN

Sheetal Kumar and Deborah Brown, UN First Committee Process on Responsible State
Behaviour in Cyberspace: An Explainer

Lisa Cornish, Engaging private sector within the UN framework: What are the challenges?

3. DigWatch, Overview of the IGF

Representations:

Mapping International ICT Decision Making
United Nations System: Explainer
Navigating the UN

UN Spaces for Advocacy

Map of UNHRC Spaces

Human Rights Architecture

Human Rights Mechanism

UN Human Rights Organizational Chart
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https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/ISSUE_human_rights_2.pdf
https://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/848-what-is-international-human-rights-advocacy.html
https://academy.ishr.ch/security/what-are-the-risks-you-might-face-for-engaging-with-the-un
https://www.gp-digital.org/un-first-committee-processes-on-responsible-state-behaviour-in-cyberspace-a-briefing/
https://www.devex.com/news/engaging-private-sector-within-the-un-framework-what-are-the-challenges-96040
https://dig.watch/processes/igf-process
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q1rCUYPdoPSjYeYXSyXwts-GZ27TmjlX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18yvaVFtVEscAibhby0FKkIFRjYB0kwMg/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/6lZplzFqSuw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VcvXVca4PK1TKmKKZD28MfGGjOtBIhkQ7_Xa5ah6Jpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hB7klYgDZTL2oNXYiPe-M8agXXRtIXDO6U6CI26SzWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mcuyyPw80LVMIe_ck8h2XbfWq8QgSvFS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1awv3LOsaF2BXdnBc-JQmYpaaH6J-2c5w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VuvsLgy0BgF1TvFoaKAdXm0WwU-FVG4M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RrNpdCoaZJ9WH6toqPOH_UK4JnAyEQvX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uFRF0UbQdnWLlVAv-5WVhY0YQvK-yKKb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSzqsCCe5CtBXN2RUUwALZz0zTEXH2cm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VhyhusvIU5Fb60hVdFybTdMeWAvTbpfX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z5Ex_Rzx6QPVifEdGuRISoMXgjiRqUT3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wGLF2CA54dxZLJ9zqyPfdjNhi_b6v4xw/view?usp=drive_link

