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Objective: This session will introduce discussions for understanding policy advocacy. The aim is 
to enable participants to understand what international advocacy is and what its limits are. By the 
end of the session participants will have a better understanding of why policy advocacy is 
undertaken, where it has succeeded and when it has failed. 

Session plan:

The session will aim to cover questions such as:

What is international advocacy?
Who is it targeted towards?
Who are the main stakeholders in this space and what are their interests?
What is the relationship between national and international advocacy?
How has the digital era impacted international advocacy spaces?
What are the challenges and limitations of international advocacy?
Some examples of where it has worked, and where it has failed 

Session exercise:

During the session, participants will be split into breakout groups. Groups will be pre-assigned by
the organising team.

Each group will be invited to identify an issue related to digital rights that can leverage global
advocacy into local discussions, and asked to think about how to approach global policy advocacy
in relation to that issue by responding to a series of questions.

Timezone 1:

TZ1|EN: Group1 Exercise

Session 1: Introduction to
global policy advocacy

Time zone 1: Wednesday, 7 August (7:00 - 8:30 UTC) 

Time zone 2: Thursday, 8 August (15:00 - 16:30 UTC)

https://www.tldraw.com/r/4v13bdvDcfCZBcD4JNYOO?v=-1128,-1177,3102,1685&p=page


TZ1|EN: Group2 Exercise

TZ1|EN: Group3 Exercise

Timezone 2 

TZ2|EN: Group 1 Exercise

TZ2|EN: Group 2 Exercise

TZ2|ESP: Group 3 Exercise

TZ2|ESP: Group 4 Exercise

*Reading materials and tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Suggested Readings 

1. The Advocates for Human Rights, Advocacy in Human Rights (Chapter 6)
2. APC, The APC ICT Policy Handbook (Second Edition)
3. Eóin Young & Lisa Quinn, Making Research Evidence Matter: A Guide to Policy Advocacy 

in Transition Countries 
4. APC, Frequently asked questions about multi-stakeholder partnerships in ICTs for 

development: A guide for national ICT policy animators
5. Enrico Calandro, Alison N. Gillwald, & Nicolo Zingales, Multistakeholderism and Consensus 

Based Decision Making

Additional Readings 

1. Johanna Eve Simeant, Interpreting the Rise of International “Advocacy” 
2. Shannon O'Connell, Policy Development and Policy Advocacy 
3. Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces, Introduction to Advocacy
4. APC, Inside the Information Society The what and why of multistakeholder participation 
5. APC, Inside the Information Society: Multistakeholder participation, a work in progress
6. Research ICT Africa, Mapping Multistakeholderism in Internet Governance: Implications 

for Africa

Reading Materials:

https://www.tldraw.com/r/dJwvkbY07y5GUiaMyFNDI?v=-1128,-1177,3102,1685&p=page
https://www.tldraw.com/r/z5BrZnjvnG_24iQsod2al?v=-1128,-1177,3102,1685&p=page
https://www.tldraw.com/r/TfAd5oHGWABMDhk4R95Z3?v=-1128,-1177,3102,1685&p=page
https://www.tldraw.com/r/Rz3tGBZodP4avxWaZt0fQ?v=-1064,-1168,3102,1685&p=page
https://www.tldraw.com/r/xoeGD2mEesZnyLi2fsM11?v=-1121,-1231,3194,1735&p=page
https://www.tldraw.com/r/21c9KxLh2xI_QyQWcSby7?v=-1121,-1231,3194,1735&p=page
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/practitioners_guide_final_report.pdf
https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/APCHandbookWeb_EN_0.pdf
https://advocacyguide.icpolicyadvocacy.org/
https://advocacyguide.icpolicyadvocacy.org/sites/icpa-book.local/files/Policy_Advocacy_Guidebook_2012.pdf
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/frequently-asked-questions-about-multi-stakeholder-partnerships-icts-development-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kq8D2UTcHDnnTNhMOWgIV4ijHhIQL0HS/view
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270569415_Interpreting_the_Rise_of_International_Advocacy
https://www.ndi.org/sites/default/files/Policy Development and Advocacy Workbook_EN.pdf
https://www.dcaf.ch/sites/default/files/imce/Women's%20Guide%20Curriculum/InclusiveSecurity_Curriculum_Series_SSR_MOD10.pdf
https://www.apc.org/en/blog/inside-information-society-what-and-why-multistakeholder-participation
https://www.apc.org/en/blog/inside-information-society-multistakeholder-participation-work-progress
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/mapping-multistakeholderism-in-internet-governance-implications-for-africa/


1. Advocacy Levels with Examples
2. Tips on advocacy
3. Multi Stakeholder Model
4. Benefits and Challenges of Multistakeholderism
5. Multistakeholderism and the deliberative process

ENGLISH
SPANISH

 

 

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PZBh1nmCaaCmYsP00WXg842eyW5ZSaaP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g3oJdxGkjh30aLcJKRzPXDaKylSgM8XC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9RW2UaQHYcn0FLJJuq6K4Kor3ZVDEYt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fRZGkqLlAbgTpCZjnau352dW9b3lQa2q/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhtlRQewKeM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tbt8j5DVmWrwTCNs9omra-WJMMKBS-aS/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hosGAIoA38hFVbvr9DQ95mfJ9Evok95l/view?usp=drive_link


Objective: This session will introduce participants to key documents that help set out the
standards for digital rights within the international human rights framework. This framework forms
the basis of all forms of international policy advocacy. Through this session, participants will be
equipped with knowledge on the types of instruments, treaties and standards that are relevant for
advocating for digital rights, the enforceability mechanisms that underpin these instruments and
the importance of international human rights law in advocating for digital rights at the national,
regional and global levels.

Session plan:

The session will highlight the international human rights framework and its related enforceability
mechanisms, and showcase the relevance and utility of this framework for local advocacy, through
interactive discussion and practical exercises designed for participants. 

Pre-preparation (to be completed before 7 August 2024):

Participants are requested to watch the following video recording ahead of the session:

Slide deck of presentation by Sheetal Kumar

Session exercise:

During the session, participants will be split into breakout groups. Groups will be pre-assigned by
the organising team based on regional background of participants.

Each group will be assigned a case from the CYRILLA database relevant to your region and
respond to the following three questions:

What are the relevant international human rights standards to the case? 
Can you point to any texts that illustrate how the standard is evolving in the digital
age (e.g any soft law or general comments to a Treaty)?

Session 2: Legal framework
for global advocacy

Time zone 1: Wednesday, 7 August (9:30 - 11:00 UTC) 

Time zone 2: Thursday, 8 August (17:30 - 19:00 UTC)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IH-eTbExB0H7N9JrwZffXT3u7sp0YQ4S/view?usp=sharing


What global enforcement mechanisms could be used? 
Do you know of any precedents of the mechanism being used in relation to a similar
case/s?

As a local advocate, how could you use your knowledge of these standards and
enforcement mechanisms in an advocacy or campaign strategy?

Timezone 1:

Exercise Sheets 

Group 1 
Group 2
Group 3

Timezone 2:

Exercise Sheets 

Group 1 (ENG)
Group 2 (ESP)
Group 3 (ESP)

*Reading materials and tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Suggested Readings 

1. Arturo J. Carrillo, Primer on Researching International Law to Advance Digital Rights
2. Global Information Society Watch, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Internet
3. Article 19, Freedom of expression and ICTs: Overview of international standards

Additional Readings 

Reading Materials:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qw4915OhHWN2EY6hDv_-vkGjxkUs-vsGxQX62sRXQaE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vAljcYm7b7XIhQKFetw_iKKysGk2LijGhlab5p7zoHU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/164Nen9_9lYN6D6RFVG4yS1mvdreHc0VN-dOsyifWFcM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GsJRhGKaqTzZbh4YMVpWh-UeiDc23sCTPNxiR8rqZaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/132GAZYReUFW-YuWlY4AeW7gAnsVDxluK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19-_lvDE1J2lqUvTmMEQvEhOIwW_gt8pV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://internews.org/resource/primer-on-researching-international-law-to-advance-digital-rights/
https://giswatch.org/sites/default/files/gw2016-thematic-sdg.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/FoE-and-ICTs.pdf


1. APC, APC Internet Rights Charter
2. International Telecommunication Union, ICTs in Support of Human Rights, Democracy and 

Good Governance
3. Global Network Initiative, Digital Freedoms in International Law: Practical Steps to protect 

Human Rights Online
4. Towards an international advocacy strategy for economic, social and cultural rights and 

the internet

1. Human Rights Instruments 
2. UDHR
3. Reporting Cycle under Human Rights Treaties 
4. The Impact of the Internet on Human Rights in Africa 
5. The International State of Digital Rights, a Conversation with the UN Special Rapporteur 
6. Introduction to Human Rights Treaties
7. Human Rights Treaty System
8. State Party Reporting Obligations under International Human Rights Treaties
9. UNHRC Members who have sponsored or co-sponsored Resolutions on the promotion, 

protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet

ENGLISH
SPANISH

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide:

https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/apc-internet-rights-charter
https://www.itu.int/osg/spu/wsis-themes/humanrights/ICTs%20and%20HR.pdf
https://globalnetworkinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/GNI-Digital-Freedoms-Exec-Summary.pdf
https://www.giswatch.org/sites/default/files/gw2016-thematic-advocacystrategy.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hfhTjVlh05iOUMJORfhOnIpAC404WbfB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ufNZmIDnzzxK_qpXh5RhaFJ7wCiOGBnh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FGzM3ZD4dRw1UMpexEky1ogGoSGh0vug/view?usp=sharing
https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/APC_Internet_HumanRights-print-big.pdf
https://cyber.harvard.edu/events/2017/04/DavidKaye
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WOO4Ro3SLJbBJxOPUwikiHIgNcshP5NV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-jJFruhkY-k07YKutyypG8iBhNNf2Xk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvZ1lB1EhWtKlSMBmqPr-aQVJ-bgUna1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlwhH-_DmtzZPIhTUq4gC_GN3AxDMkoZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlwhH-_DmtzZPIhTUq4gC_GN3AxDMkoZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DpIefAphJd2Zf4g62h7fZ1dwDxcU0ae-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cfxMgUWu5lCHfhttps://drive.google.com/file/d/10cfxMgUWu5lCHfdFblEjMie1GVzucUCm/view?usp=drive_linkdFblEjMie1GVzucUCm/view?usp=sharing


Objective: This session will provide an overview of the different spaces available in the UN
ecosystem and outside, including  internet governance spaces that can be leveraged for digital
rights advocacy. Understanding these spaces will help  participants identify the relevant spaces
and forums they must approach to advocate for different issues related to digital rights. Through
looking at examples of important standards these spaces have created or instances of success,
participants will be aided in modelling their advocacy. Limitations or failures of these spaces will
help us understand areas that need more work.

Session plan:

Participants will be introduced to various global spaces for digital rights advocacy through case
studies that examine relevancy of spaces to critical digital rights issues in focus. 

The session will provide participants an opportunity to share their findings from the pre-
preparation exercise detailed below, which will be followed by a presentation and interactive
discussion.

Pre-preparation (to be completed and submitted to organisers on or before 8 August 
2024):

Participants are requested to self-select one case study based on the issue that's most relevant to 
their work and context, and answer the following questions in relation to the case study:

What are the key issues that must be taken up for advocacy?
What are some of the spaces and processes civil society should approach to present and 
advocate for these issues?

Session 3: UN & other
spaces for digital rights
advocacy

Time zone 1: Friday, 9 August (7:00 - 8:30 UTC)

Time zone 2: Monday, 12 August (15:00 - 16:30 UTC)



Participants are requested to download the self-selected case study, and submit the completed 
exercise in docx or pdf form by email. 

Case Studies:

Case Study 1: Freedom of expression online

English
Spanish

Case Study 2: Digital Inclusion

English
Spanish

Case Study 3: Gender and sexual rights online

English
Spanish

Case Study 4: Environment and technology

English
Spanish

*Reading materials and tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Suggested Readings 

1. Subscribing to UN document updates
2. Regional UN groups of countries
3. Chart of the UN system
4. Open Society Institute, UN Treaty Committees
5. International Service for Human Rights, A Simple Guide to the UN Treaty Bodies
6. Deborah Brown & Sheetal Kumar, A guide to help human rights defenders navigate the 

Universal Periodic Review
7. Internet Governance Forum, Evolution of the Internet Governance Ecosystem and Role of 

the IGF
8. United Nations, High Level Panel on Digital Cooperation

Reading Materials:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/166HExpNrtI0-SnoEWV0b_XQnfSrFqoTskf7m1QPatHE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NVW0YbeMi__wdJG3wQmvfDeVyXLRuAal/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H-02L2PIipmP3VwQ43hlwcbADwSizqgtK5Uo-0e5gCE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17QxniLqx4UPUVSrjibvSo7nl2exnCuhh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-xe0UgxHXqEoF5EUJsfY00O72Urpv9nA5jIufKilcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xzs_krNgVCdarZGnjjtfY6797igx7a1F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10rmcy4JOFVErmiDpFIQHlxvPu-0CDBXSkA3kV_4EuKM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bqxVPu6ua9dVIOVLT14i86PAgqA6otgh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://esubscription.un.org/en
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
https://www.un.org/en/delegate/page/un-system-chart
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14fVBeJaH4xPScql_jK5c_hzqoC0W3THH/view
https://ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ishr_simpleguide_eng_web.pdf
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/guide-help-human-rights-defenders-navigate-universal-periodic-review
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/evolution-of-the-internet-governance-ecosystem-and-the-role-of-the-igf
https://www.un.org/en/sg-digital-cooperation-panel


9. Joy Liddicoat and Avri Doria, Human rights and Internet protocols: Comparing processes 

and principle

Additional Readings 

1. UN Women, What is International Human Rights Advocacy?
2. ISHR Academy, Risks in Engaging with the UN
3. Sheetal Kumar and Deborah Brown, UN First Committee Process on Responsible State 

Behaviour in Cyberspace: An Explainer
4. Lisa Cornish, Engaging private sector within the UN framework: What are the challenges?
5. DigWatch, Overview of the IGF

 

1. Mapping International ICT Decision Making
2. United Nations System: Explainer 
3. Navigating the UN 
4. UN Spaces for Advocacy
5. Map of UNHRC Spaces 
6. Human Rights Architecture
7. Human Rights Mechanism
8. UN Human Rights Organizational Chart
9. IGF Structure

10. Internet Governance Ecosystem
11. Internet Ecosystem: Global Perspective
12. Internet Governance Timeline

ENGLISH
SPANISH

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide:

https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/ISSUE_human_rights_2.pdf
https://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/848-what-is-international-human-rights-advocacy.html
https://academy.ishr.ch/security/what-are-the-risks-you-might-face-for-engaging-with-the-un
https://www.gp-digital.org/un-first-committee-processes-on-responsible-state-behaviour-in-cyberspace-a-briefing/
https://www.devex.com/news/engaging-private-sector-within-the-un-framework-what-are-the-challenges-96040
https://dig.watch/processes/igf-process
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q1rCUYPdoPSjYeYXSyXwts-GZ27TmjlX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18yvaVFtVEscAibhby0FKkIFRjYB0kwMg/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/6lZplzFqSuw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VcvXVca4PK1TKmKKZD28MfGGjOtBIhkQ7_Xa5ah6Jpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hB7klYgDZTL2oNXYiPe-M8agXXRtIXDO6U6CI26SzWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mcuyyPw80LVMIe_ck8h2XbfWq8QgSvFS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1awv3LOsaF2BXdnBc-JQmYpaaH6J-2c5w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VuvsLgy0BgF1TvFoaKAdXm0WwU-FVG4M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RrNpdCoaZJ9WH6toqPOH_UK4JnAyEQvX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uFRF0UbQdnWLlVAv-5WVhY0YQvK-yKKb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSzqsCCe5CtBXN2RUUwALZz0zTEXH2cm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VhyhusvIU5Fb60hVdFybTdMeWAvTbpfX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z5Ex_Rzx6QPVifEdGuRISoMXgjiRqUT3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wGLF2CA54dxZLJ9zqyPfdjNhi_b6v4xw/view?usp=drive_link


Objective: This session will tie up all the discussions in the previous days and move towards
developing key strategies to engage in advocacy. In this session, the participants will be looking at
elements involved in developing responsive strategies for engaging in effective international
advocacy. The session will also discuss the importance of building networks, engaging effectively
with relevant actors, and developing the necessary resources, including necessary research and
documentation.

Session plan:

The session will aim to respond to questions such as:

Why is it necessary to develop a strategy for international advocacy?
What are the key elements that a strategy must hold?
What are the various approaches that can be adopted to engage in international
advocacy?
Who are the actors that we can reach out to for support and networking? 
How can we develop effective communication and campaigning for international
advocacy?

*Reading materials and tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Suggested Readings 

1. APC, Advocacy Strategy and Approaches: Overview
2. World Neighbors, A New Weave of Power, People & Politics: The Action Guide for 

Advocacy and Citizen Participation, Mapping Advocacy Strategies

Session 4: Strategies for
effective engagement

Time zone 1: Friday, 9 August (9:30 - 11:00 UTC)

Time zone 2: Monday, 12 August (17:30 - 19:00 UTC)

Reading Materials:

https://www.apc.org/en/advocacy-strategies-and-approaches-overview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lCSIV8cctJ_ov4WnwK6HovMErb_o3f3I/view


Additional Readings 

1. ISHR Academy, Advocacy Roadmap
2. UNICEF, Advocacy Toolkit: Developing an Advocacy Strategy
3. BOND, The How and Why of Advocacy

1. Advocacy Strategies 
2. A Strategic Approach to Advocacy 
3. List of Regional and International Groups Dealing with Advocacy 
4. Incident Reporting Template by BHRRC

ENGLISH
SPANISH

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide:

https://academy.ishr.ch/advocacy_roadmap
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vce9vJyLwMXQGm3mcNXCLzKyrLNjlQjd/view
http://www.pointk.org/resources/files/The_how_and_why_of_advocacy.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rCkLWYIJOcI1ZbgfBHlQY2Hgt1nFZNXk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YlGOkzt4ucp7XbVhlCm3gxDn9MQv0PPt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kS1WZOLzEO-12q3jowQaTKMWVQiDdd5l/view?usp=sharing
https://bhrrc.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/TechandRightsCamp/EQOv1TzGBRZMol6WSuUMLtYBtI688wuFSyo9OorAQNqpuA?e=SVg8nF
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mqa7RSQVHEfcorakDr9vQGeVtv0CHPBx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GeW7KLtoNUaBgWM1eKwF2wC6sxY7uSul/view?usp=drive_link


Objective: The objective of these sessions is to give participants an opportunity to put into
practice the learnings of the previous sessions and develop an effective global policy advocacy
strategy. Participants will also be able to learn the use of the CYRILLA database, and to understand
how they can leverage a database containing laws, case laws, and analyses related to digital
rights for policy advocacy.

Session plan:

The sessions will comprise the following activities:

1. Participants will be split into breakout groups and given an exercise that requires them to:

Use the CYRILLA database to research relevant laws, case laws and analysis related
to digital rights in an assigned country;
Develop a comprehensive strategy for carrying out policy advocacy related to a
particular digital rights issue

2. Each breakout group will be asked to present their strategy in plenary, followed by a discussion
around the various approaches, resources and tools that can be used in pursuing global policy
advocacy. 

Exercise Sheets:

Time Zone 1

Group 1 (English)
Group 2 (English)
Group 3 (English)

Time Zone 2

Group 6 (English)
Group 7 (Spanish)

Session 5 & 6: Practicum
Time zone 1: Tuesday, 13 August (7:00 - 8:30 UTC) & (9:30 - 11:00 UTC)

Time zone 2: Wednesday, 14 August (15:00 - 16:30 UTC) & (17:30 - 19:00 UTC)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zas11oCGmuVyebc-USbZPZ5ZGgy5BuJfOPyXze6GUDw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AZTjnI95ncZ1-Ia40kZIStAHzyonq8zXJgYa8OF-f5U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kx4txb8NO2YoL9xJ6IhIWoN79sVIvcWKJNDduGAcDZo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aXul0eCXl62UtDoLsed6nA-qi5JEFONqXkhearAZ77Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17Sl1dEzzc4Zj86gQAUElZnq85iWrns0j/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111834739200519068038&rtpof=true&sd=true


Group 8 (Spanish)

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jqOvieBuYAb3P0os4SSpjQJSdLP1LEpUuqhT4hRI7rI/edit?usp=sharing

