
Objective: This session will work towards helping participants understand and develop gender 
perspectives to policy advocacy. While the session will address gender specific advocacy spaces, it 
will also introduce ways to incorporate gender perspectives and experiences in other advocacy 
initiatives. The successes, especially what it took to get there and challenges or limitations will 
help the participants shape and influence their initiatives in the future.

Session plan:

Why does gender matter in digital rights policy advocacy?
Importance of  linking women’s rights advocacy to digital rights advocacy (language, 
issues, intersectionality and allyship) 
Thematic issues (eg surveillance, access, sexuality, online gender based violence (GBV), 
expression and association) 
Challenges and opportunities of ‘doing gender’ in digital rights advocacy 
Actors / allies / networks  for engaging in advocacy 
Spaces (eg CEDAW and others)
Example of successful advocacy - Case study on online gender based violence and the 10 
years of advocacy (and multi-pronged strategy) it took to get the resolution on violence 
against women and girls in a digital age
How can we incorporate gender perspectives in all policy advocacy initiatives? 

*Reading materials and Tables are hyperlinked, please click the text to access

Suggested Readings 

1. Feminist Internet, Feminist Principles of the Internet
2. NGO CSW/NY, A Guide for NGOs and Women’s Human Rights Activists at the UN and CSW
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Reading Materials:

https://feministinternet.org/sites/default/files/Feminist_principles_of_the_internetv2-0.pdf
https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/NGO-Main-Guidelines-with-Supplement.pdf


3. Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition, A Manual For and About Women 

Human Rights Defenders
4. World Wide Web Foundation, Advancing Women’s Rights Online: Gaps and Opportunities 

in Policy and Research

Additional Readings

1. UN Women, The Digital Revolution: Implications for Gender Equality and Women’s Rights 

25 Years after Beijing
2. ICRW Reports on Technology Facilitated, Gender Based Violence:

Defining and measuring technology facilitated gender-based violence 

Technology facilitated gender-based violence: What is it, and how do we measure it?
3. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights: Promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet: ways to 

bridge the gender digital divide from a human rights perspective
4. UN Women, UN Gender Laws and Policies
5. WHO, on behalf of the United Nations VAW-IAWGED, Violence Against Women Prevalence 

Estimate
6. Kate Edrinn, Advocacy Tools Dropbox 
7. OECD, Bridging the Digital Gender Divide 

1. Gender Spaces at the UN
2. Gender Based Attitudes Towards Online Violence
3. Is the Web Really Empowering Women
4. Technology Facilitated Gender Based Violence Explainer

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide

�� Read Day 4 Summary Here
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https://academy.ishr.ch/upload/resources_and_tools/whrd_ic_gendering_documentation_manual.pdf
https://webfoundation.org/docs/2018/08/Advancing-Womens-Rights-Online_Gaps-and-Opportunities-in-Policy-and-Research.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/the-digital-revolution-implications-for-gender-equality-and-womens-rights-25-years-after-beijing-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1837
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ICRW_TFGBVMarketing_Brief_v4_WebReady.pdf
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/ICRW_TFGBVMarketing_Brief_v8-Web.pdf
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/35/9
https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/gender-parity-in-the-united-nations/laws-and-policies
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eOoMXPnsAwsCRcPF_cF_0R7HChysobKP/view
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/otf76ijc3dvk58l/AAAY-nsLslexERoirQReXcKta?dl=0
https://www.oecd.org/digital/bridging-the-digital-gender-divide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwz42c2Qvx7FRMyFclb_6-gL6hFo3tCn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KI2Swnyc4Zzc4z3h1SZlH4hqo5nCfXhw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12SEZlSxlsPDKWzdB1efENGH5FOdGX3DM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13SfaCL3sQ2NFocMzIJ8swdMY6SpaMb-4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12WFkYgzT5EM4SXBYDAOcwzJ7VPVhH1rr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.apc.org/en/node/37444/

