
Objective: In continuation of the previous session, this session will focus on human rights spaces 
in the UN ecosystem. By enabling participants to understand the human rights spaces in the UN, 
the session will help them gear up for targeted advocacy. Discussion on effective engagement in 
each of these unique processes will be undertaken through looking at specific examples of cases 
and the array of types of interventions possible. 

Session plan:

Treaty bodies 
What are the relevant treaty bodies and what can they do?
Submissions and advocacy with treaty bodies

Human Rights Council (HRC)
Sessions at the HRC and what can we do?
UPR and how to engage?
Special Procedures

OHCHR 
Their engagement with digital rights

What kind of interventions can you make?
Participation in negotiation of norms (resolutions)
Statements - written and oral 
Bilateral meetings 
Side-events 
Submissions and shadow reports to UNSR, UPR, TBs
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Suggested Readings 

1. International Service for Human Rights, A Simple Guide to the UN Treaty Bodies 
2. Deborah Brown & Sheetal Kumar, A guide to help human rights defenders navigate the 

Universal Periodic Review 
3. United Nations Human Rights Council, A practical guide for NGOs
4. Open Society Institute, UN Treaty Committees 

Additional Readings 

1. UN OHCHR, How to Follow Up on United Nations Human Rights Recommendations
2. United Nations Development Programme, Strengthening Engagement with the 

International Human Rights Machinery: A Practioner’s Guide 
3. UN OHCHR, Universal Human Rights Index
4. UN OHCHR, Training Manual on Human Rights Monitoring
5. UN OHCHR, A Practical Guide to Effective State Engagement with International Human 

Rights Mechanisms
6. APC & Advocacy Assembly, Making an Impact with the Universal Periodic Review

1. Map of UNHRC Spaces 
2. Human Rights Architecture
3. Introduction to Human Rights Treaties
4. Human Rights Treaty System
5. State Party Reporting Obligations under International Human Rights Treaties
6. Human Rights Mechanism
7. UN Human Rights Organizational Chart
8. UNHRC 47th Session: 'How To' Guide 
9. UNHRC Members who have sponsored or co-sponsored Resolutions on the promotion, 

protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet 

Reading Materials:

Representations:

�� Presentation Slide

https://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ishr_simpleguide_eng_web.pdf
https://www.apc.org/en/pubs/guide-help-human-rights-defenders-navigate-universal-periodic-review
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/PracticalGuideNGO_en.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14fVBeJaH4xPScql_jK5c_hzqoC0W3THH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/AboutUs/CivilSociety/HowtoFollowUNHRRecommendations.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/AMeetings/15thsession/Strengthening_Engagement_with_InternationalHR.pdf
https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training7Introen.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR_PUB_16_1_NMRF_PracticalGuide.pdf
https://advocacyassembly.org/en/courses/49/#/chapter/1/lesson/1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hB7klYgDZTL2oNXYiPe-M8agXXRtIXDO6U6CI26SzWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mcuyyPw80LVMIe_ck8h2XbfWq8QgSvFS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WOO4Ro3SLJbBJxOPUwikiHIgNcshP5NV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-jJFruhkY-k07YKutyypG8iBhNNf2Xk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvZ1lB1EhWtKlSMBmqPr-aQVJ-bgUna1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1awv3LOsaF2BXdnBc-JQmYpaaH6J-2c5w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VuvsLgy0BgF1TvFoaKAdXm0WwU-FVG4M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XfFo5OY7Ug7QzBN0Yw-x0zcBfQjJQ2R2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlwhH-_DmtzZPIhTUq4gC_GN3AxDMkoZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t4Apd0IBISvfQpKQJ2zniwK9l9uh3tZa/view?usp=sharing
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